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PRIME MINISTER’S DECREE



Prime Minister's Decree No. 338 of 1995
Issuing the Executive Regulations of the

Environment Law promulgated by
Law No. 4 of 1994(1)

The Prime Minister,
After reviewing Law No. 4 of 1994 promulgating 
the Environment Law, and
The presentation made by the
Minister of Environmental Affairs after
consulting the Board of Directors of the
Environmental Affairs Agency, and
Pursuant to the opinion of the Council of State,

Decrees:

Article 1:

The provisions of the attached Executive Regulations of the Environment Law 
promulgated by Law No. 4 of 1994 shall come into force.

Article 2:

Without prejudice to the provisions of Article 1 of the aforementioned Law No. 4 
of 1994, establishments wishing to extend the prescribed time limit for making 
the required adjustments are to submit their applications to the EEAA six 
months before the expiration of the three year period prescribed in the above-
mentioned article. The applications shall include justifications for such an 
extension and the procedures taken for the implementation of the provisions of 
the attached Executive Regulations.

The EEAA shall be held to verify the submitted data and to ascertain how far 
the establishment is willing to implement the provisions of these Executive 
Regulations. The EEAA shall submit a detailed report, substantiated with 
documents, to the Minister for Environmental Affairs for presentation to the 
Cabinet.

The EEAA may, in preparing the report, resort to experts nominated for this 
purpose, in which case the applicant requesting the extension shall bear the 
costs estimated by the EEAA for these experts.

  
1 Official Gazette, el-WakaE el-Masreya, Issue No. 51, 28 February 1995.



Article 3:

This Decree shall be published in the Official Gazette el-Wakaé el-  
Masreya and shall come into force on the day following the date of publication.

Issued in the Cabinet on the 18th of Ramadan 1415 Hejra Year
corresponding to the 18th of February 1995 A.D.

Prime Minister

Dr. Atef Sidki 
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Executive Regulations of 
the Environment Law

PRELIMINARY PART

Chapter I
General Provisions

Article (1)

In the application of the provisions of these Executive Regulations, the 
following terms and expressions shall have the meanings hereby assigned to 
them:

1. Water Polluting Substances:

Any substance whose discharge into the water environment, intentionally 
or unintentionally, leads to a change in its properties, or contributes to 
such change directly or indirectly to an extent that can harm man, natural 
resources, sea water or marine tourist areas, or which interferes with 
other legitimate uses of the sea. These substances include:

A- Oil or oily mixtures.

B- Harmful and dangerous waste as determined in the international 
conventions to which the Arab Republic of Egypt adheres.

C- Any other substances (solid-liquid-gas) designated in a decree 
issued by the Minister for Environmental Affairs.

D- Untreated industrial waste or effluents from industrial 
establishments.

E- Toxic military containers.

F- Substances listed in the Convention and its annexes.

2- Discharges:

Any leakage, spillage, emission, drainage or disposal of any kind of 
polluting substances into the water of the territorial sea, the exclusive 
economic zone, the sea, the River Nile and the waterways, taking into 
consideration the levels determined for certain substances in Annex (1) 
of these Executive Regulations.



3. Compensation:

Means compensation for the damage resulting from pollution accidents in 
accordance with the application of the provisions of the Civil Code and 
the provisions of the International Convention on Civil Liability to which 
the Arab Republic of Egypt adheres or to which it will adhere in future, 
including the International Convention on Civil Liability for Damage 
resulting by Oil Pollution Accidents signed in Brussels in 1969, or from 
pollution accidents involving toxic or any other harmful substances as 
well as damage resulting from ships operated by nuclear power, from air 
pollution, from the pollution caused by the collision and keeling of ships 
or arising during their loading or unloading.

4. The Coastline:

The maximum extent on the land reached by sea water during the 
highest tide occurring within a period of not less than eleven years.

5. Territorial Sea:

It is the sea water extended seaward for 12 nautical miles from the coast 
of the Arab Republic of Egypt. It is measured from the baseline from 
which the width of territorial waters is measured in accordance with the 
provisions of the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea.

6. Exclusive Economic Zone:

The expanses of sea water extending beyond the territorial sea for a 
distance of two hundred nautical miles measured from the baseline.

7. The Sea:

The expanse of sea water lying beyond the Exclusive Economic Zone.

8. The Private Sea Zone:

Includes the Mediterranean and Red Sea areas according to the 
geographical and natural boundaries as determined in Rule (10) of 
Annex (1) of the (Maripool) Convention for 1973-1978.



Chapter II

The Environmental Affairs Agency

Article (2)

The Environmental Affairs Agency (EEAA) established by Law No. 4 of 1994 
shall replace the agency established by Presidential Decree No. 631 of 1982 in 
all its rights and obligations, and the employees of the said agency shall be 
transferred with their grades and seniority to the EEAA and assigned in such 
capacity to the administrative sectors of the EEAA by a decree issued by its 
CEO.

Article (3)

The Board of Directors of the Environmental Affairs Agency shall be constituted 
pursuant to a decree issued by the Prime Minister. The Board shall be chaired 
by the Minister for Environmental Affairs and shall include the following 
members:

* The CEO of the Agency, who shall be the deputy chairman of the Board.

* At least one high-ranking representative, to be designated by the 
competent minister, from each of the following six ministries: Agriculture, 
Animal and Fish Resources and Agrarian Reform; Public Works and 
Water Resources; Transport and Communications; Industry; Interior and 
Health.

* Two experts in the field of environmental affairs selected by the Minister 
for Environmental Affairs on the basis of a proposal from the CEO of the
Agency.

* Three non-governmental organizations concerned with the environment 
to be selected from among the candidates of these organizations to 
represent them on the Board of Directors, in agreement with the Minister 
for Environmental Affairs.

* A senior employee of the EEAA selected by the Minister for 
Environmental Affairs on the basis of a proposal by the CEO of the 
Agency.

* The director of the Legal Opinions Department concerned at the Council 
of State.

* Three representatives from among the candidates put forward by the 
public business sector selected by the Minister for Environmental Affairs, 
on the basis of the nomination of the CEO of the Agency.



* Two representatives from universities and scientific research centers 
selected by the Minister for Environmental Affairs from among the 
candidates put forward by the said bodies. 

The representatives of the ministries concerned must be invited to attend Board 
meetings whenever subjects related to the sectors under their supervision are 
tabled for discussion. The Board may solicit the assistance of experts when 
considering specific issues, with no right for such experts to have a counted 
vote in the deliberations. The Board of Directors may form advisory committees 
of experts to study certain subjects and entrust one or more of the members of 
such committees with a specific task.

The secretariat of the Board of Directors shall be held by the Secretary General 
of the EEAA who shall not have a counted vote in the deliberations unless he 
was selected as a member of the Board of Directors. The Board of Directors 
shall be reconstituted every three years.

Article (4)

The EEAA Board of Directors is the supreme authority governing its affairs, 
running its business and drawing up the general policy it will follow. The Board 
may adopt whatever resolutions it deems necessary for the fulfillment of the 
objects for which the EEAA was established, within the framework of the 
national plan. It shall in particular have the authority to:

* Approve national plans for the protection of the environment.

* Approve contingency plans to deal with environmental disasters.

* Prepare draft laws concerning the environment.

* Approve experimental projects undertaken by the EEAA.

* Approve environmental training policies and plans.

* Approve the levels and ratios necessary to ensure the non pollution of 
the environment.

* Approve standards and procedures for assessing the environmental 
impact of projects.

* Supervise the Fund for the Protection and Development of the 
Environment.

* Approve the organizational structure of the EEAA and its branches in the 
governorates.

* Approve the by-laws and personnel regulations of the EEAA.

* Approve the EEAA draft annual budget.



* Consider all matters which the Chairman of the Board deems worthy to 
be presented to it and which lie within the EEAA scope of competence.

* Determine which of its resolutions should be submitted to the Cabinet for 
a decision. In all cases, the Board of Directors shall be held to include 
with its resolutions, particularly those it decides to submit to the Cabinet, 
a study on the costs of implementing such resolutions and the expected 
results ensued.

Article (5)

The CEO of the Agency shall be responsible for implementing the general 
policy adopted to fulfill its objects and the resolutions of the Board of Directors. 
His responsibilities include:

- Exercising ministerial powers as prescribed in laws and regulations in 
respect of EEAA staff.

- Exercising ministerial powers as prescribed in various laws and
regulations related to the management of the EEAA business, the 
running of its technical, financial and administrative affairs and the 
fulfillment of its objects.

- Exercising ministerial powers in the area of applying the provisions of 
Law No. 9 of 1983 promulgating the Law on Tenders and Auctions and 
its Executive Regulations.

- Developing the system of work in the EEAA, consolidating its 
departments and issuing the necessary resolutions to that end.

- Obtaining data and information related to the Agency objectives from 
various governmental and non-governmental bodies concerned both 
inside and outside the country.

- Ensuring the application of the provisions of the Environment Law and 
these Executive Regulations in agreement, coordination and cooperation 
with other legally competent establishments.

Article (6)

The EEAA shall have an organizational structure issued by a decision from its 
CEO with the approval of the Board of Directors and in agreement with the 
Central Agency for Organization and Administration and the Ministry of Finance.



Chapter III

The Environment Protection Fund

Article (7)

A special fund shall be established in the EEAA under the name 
"the Environment Protection Fund" to which shall devolve: 

a. Amounts allocated in the state budget to subsidize the 
fund.

b. Grants and donations presented by national and foreign 
organizations for the purpose of protecting and promoting 
the environment and which are accepted by the Board of 
Directors of the EEAA.

c. Fines levied and damages awarded or agreed upon for any 
harm caused to the environment.

d. The financial resources of the Nature Reserves Fund 
provided for in Law 102 of 1983.

e. The EEAA share in the 25% of the proceeds of duties 
imposed on travel tickets issued in Egypt in Egyptian 
currency, pursuant to Article 1 of Law 5 of 1986 and to the 
Prime Minister's Decree No. 697 of 1986, to a minimum of 
12.5% of the total proceeds of the abovementioned duties.

f. The returns from experimental projects undertaken by the 
EEAA.

g. Amounts collected by the EEAA for services rendered to 
third parties.

h. Fees for licenses issued by the EEAA. 

Amounts collected on a temporary basis on account of fines and 
compensation for damage caused to the environment shall be 
deposited in the Fund and held in trust.

The Fund shall have a special balance sheet and its fiscal year 
shall commence and end with that of the state. Any surplus shall 
be carried over from one year to the next. The money in the Fund 
is deemed to be public money.



Article (8)
The resources of the Fund shall be allocated to the fulfillment of its objects, in 
particular to:

* Confronting environmental disasters.

* Experimental and pioneering projects in the field of protecting natural 
wealth and the environment from pollution.

* Transfer of low cost technologies whose application has proved to be 
successful.

* Financing the manufacture of model equipment, machinery and plants for 
the treatment of environmental pollutants.

* Establishing and operating Environmental Monitoring Networks.

* Establishing and administering Nature Reserves in order to preserve 
natural wealth and resources.

* Confronting pollution from unknown sources.

* Financing the studies required to prepare environmental programmes, 
assessing environmental impact and determining the standards and 
criteria that must be observed in order to protect the environment.

* Participating in financing environmental protection projects undertaken 
by local administrative agencies and grass-roots organizations which are 
partly financed through popular participation.

* Projects to combat pollution.

* Disbursing bonuses for outstanding achievements in the area of 
protecting the environment.

* Consolidating the EEAA basic structure and developing its activities.

* Other objects aimed at protecting and developing the environment which 
are approved by the EEAA Board of Directors.

Chapter IV
Incentives

Article (9)

Within six months from the date these Executive Regulations come into force, 
the EEAA shall, in collaboration with the Ministry of Finance, lay down a system 
of incentives which the EEAA and competent administrative bodies may offer to 
agencies, establishments, individuals and others who undertake activities or 
projects that protect the environment, provided due consideration is given when 
laying down such system to the privileges and conditions prescribed in laws and 



decrees, particularly to those related to investments, customs, industry, 
cooperatives and others.

PART ONE

PROTECTING LAND ENVIRONMENT FROM POLLUTION

Chapter I
Development and the Environment

Article (10)

The competent administrative body or the licensing authority shall assess the 
environmental impact of the establishment applying for a license in accordance 
with the elements, designs, specifications and conditions issued by the EEAA in 
agreement with the competent administrative body. The EEAA shall revise its 
assessment whenever necessary.

Article (11)

The provisions of Article (10) of these Executive Regulations shall apply to the 
establishments listed in Annex (2) of these Executive Regulations.

Article (12)

The applicant for a license shall be held to attach to the application a detailed 
description of the establishment containing the data included in the model form 
prepared by the EEAA in agreement with the competent administrative body. 
The EEAA shall prepare a register comprising copies of this model form and the 
assessment results, as well as the requests made by the EEAA to the owner of 
the establishment.

Article (13)

The EEAA may resort to any experts whose names are included in a list to be 
issued by the EEAA in accordance with the criteria set by the EEAA Board of 
Directors, in order to get their opinion on the assessment of the environmental 
impact of the establishment intended to be constructed and for which a license 
is being sought.



Article (14)

The competent administrative body shall notify the establishment owner of the 
assessment result by registered letter with return receipt requested. The owner 
is entitled to object to such result in writing within a period of thirty days from the 
date of his notification before the Permanent Review Committee to be formed 
by a decree of the Minister for Environmental Affairs. The said Committee shall 
be chaired by a counselor from the Council of State and shall include the 
following members:

- A representative from the EEAA nominated by its CEO.

- The owner of the or whoever represents him by virtue of an official power 
of attorney.

- A representative of the competent body or of the licensing authority when 
it is not the competent body.

- Three experts to be selected as members of the Committee for a term of 
three years on the basis of their nomination by the Agency CEO.

The Committee may form sub-committees from among its members and others 
to study the objections referred to them and present reports thereon to the 
Committee. In performing its tasks, the Committee may solicit assistance from 
any quarter at its discretion, and shall be held to issue its decision within sixty 
days from the date of receiving the completed objection documents.

Article (15)

The Permanent Review Committee referred to in Article (14) above shall be 
competent to look into the objections submitted or referred to it in connection 
with assessment results or with the proposals which the EEAA requires to be 
executed, and shall formulate its opinion on such objections by reference to the 
standards prescribed in Article (10) of these Executive Regulations. Objections 
shall be submitted in writing to the EEAA and shall include the reasons for the 
objection and the legal and scientific grounds on which the project owner 
substantiates his objection. The latter shall also attach thereto such documents 
as it deems necessary to support the reasons for his objection.

Article (16)

The Committee shall convene at the invitation of the Agency CEO within fifteen 
days from the date the Agency receives the written objection. A representative 
from the Agency, delegated by the CEO, shall take minutes of the meeting 
without having a counted vote in the discussions. The Committee decision shall 
be issued by a simple majority of votes, and the minutes shall be signed by all 
attending members.



Article (17)

The establishment owner shall, pursuant to the provisions of these Executive 
Regulations, keep a register indicating the environmental impact of the 
establishment activities in which the following data shall be recorded:

- Emissions put out thereby or discharged therefrom.

- Specifications of discharges after the treatment process, and the 
efficiency of the treatment units used.

- Follow-up and environmental safety procedures applied in the 
establishment.

- Periodical tests and measures and their results.

- The name of the person in charge of follow-up.

The said register shall be prepared in accordance with the model form shown in 
Annex (3) hereto.

The establishment owner or his representative shall be held to notify the EEAA 
immediately, by means of registered letter with return receipt requested, of any 
deviation in the criteria and specifications of emitted or discharged pollutants 
and the procedures taken to rectify such deviations.

Article (18)

The EEAA shall be competent to follow-up the data recorded in the register to 
ascertain its conformity with the facts, as well as to take the necessary samples 
and conduct the appropriate tests to determine the environmental impact of the 
establishment activity and the extent of its adherence to the criteria laid down 
for the protection of the environment.

Such follow-up shall be regularly conducted every year and a report thereon 
deposited with the competent department in the EEAA. The report shall be 
signed by the officer in charge of follow-up and tests and shall indicate the date 
on which the follow-up was conducted. If any violations are discovered, the 
EEAA shall notify the competent administrative body which shall instruct the 
establishment owner, by means of a registered letter with return receipt 
requested, to rectify such violations forthwith in accordance with the proper 
rules of trade. If he fails to do so within 60 days, the CEO, in co-ordination with 
the competent administrative body, shall be entitled to take the following 
procedures:



1. Close down the establishment.

2. Suspend the contravening activity.

3. Claim adequate compensation through the courts to remedy the damage 
resulting from the violation.

Establishments shall permanently keep the registers duly completed according 
to the model form referred to in Article (17) hereof, . When entries are updated, 
the establishment shall be held to maintain the register for a period of ten years 
calculated from the date of the EEAA representative's signature thereon 
attesting to its review.

Article (19)

Expansions or renovations of an existing establishment are subject to the same 
provisions prescribed in Articles (19), (20), (21) and (22) of the Environment 
Law.

Any change in the production patterns of the operating machines or increase in 
the size of the manpower beyond the capacity of the work place or any 
essential modifications to the establishment buildings, particularly those related 
to the ventilation system or the relocation of the work premises or other similar 
modifications which may have a harmful effect on the environment or on the 
employees of the establishment, are considered expansions and renovations.

Article (20)

The existing Environmental Monitoring Networks, including the stations, shall be 
considered as work units administratively subordinate to their competent bodies 
and shall, within the scope of their competence, undertake to periodically 
monitor environmental components and pollutants and furnish the relevant data 
to the bodies concerned. To that end, they may resort to the help of research 
centers and competent bodies and agencies which shall be held to provide the 
Networks with the requested data and studies. The EEAA shall supervise the 
establishment and operation of the Environmental Monitoring Networks 
preliminary to setting up a national programme for environmental monitoring.

Article (21)

The EEAA shall, in cooperation with ministries, governorates, general 
authorities and other bodies concerned, lay down an emergency plan to 
confront environmental disasters which shall be approved by the Cabinet. The 
plan shall be based in particular on the factors indicated in the following phases:

(A)     Phase prior to the occurrence of the disaster:



- Determining the types of environmental disasters and the areas most 
affected by them and identifying the expected impact of each type.

- Collecting information available locally and internationally on how to deal 
with environmental disasters and on the means of alleviating the damage 
resulting therefrom.

- Compiling a list of the resources available at the local, national and
international levels and determining the optimal manner in which they 
can be deployed to deal promptly with the disaster.

- Determining the bodies responsible for reporting actual or impending 
disasters.

- Laying down the procedures appropriate for each type of disaster.

- Establishing a central operations room to receive reports on 
environmental disasters and follow-up the receipt and dispatch of 
accurate information thereon to mobilize the necessary resources so as 
to confront such disasters.

- Supervising, training and following up disaster-management teams at all 
levels.

- Facilitating the system and means of exchanging information between 
the various bodies on matters relating to disasters, and ensuring the 
efficiency of the system.

- Determining the means of exchange of and requests for assistance 
between the various bodies when managing a crisis and establishing the 
appropriate data bases.

(B)     Phase when disaster is at its peak:

- Forming a task group to follow-up the confrontation of the environmental 
disaster upon its occurrence.

- Implementing the plans set for coordination and cooperation at the local, 
regional and central levels to ensure the uninterrupted flow of equipment 
and supplies to the disaster area.

- Realizing the optimum utilization of actual resources available to various 
organizations in dealing with the disaster.

- Specifying what each organization needs from the other organizations in 
the light of the evolution of the disaster.

- Determining the means of informing citizens of the disaster, its evolution 
and the means of dealing with its effects.



(C) Phase of removing the effects of the disaster

- Determining the manner of participation by various organizations in 
removing the effects of the disaster.

- Developing plans aimed at enhancing performance.

- Raising public awareness of the means for dealing with disasters.

(D) Phase of recording the results of the disaster and the lessons 
drawn therefrom:

- Recording the economic and social effects resulting from the occurrence 
of the disaster.

- Recording the lessons drawn from dealing with each disaster.

- Advancing proposals for the avoidance in future of shortcomings and 
deficiencies discovered during the confrontation.

Article (22)

The operation room referred to in Article (21) of these Executive Regulations 
shall form a work group to confront an environmental disaster upon its 
occurrence or at the time it is expected to occur. The work group shall include 
representatives from the various bodies concerned, and its head shall have all 
the powers necessary to confront the environmental disaster, in cooperation 
with the competent bodies.

Article (23)

All methods of hunting, killing or catching the birds and wild animals referred to 
in Annex (4) of these Executive Regulations are prohibited. It is also forbidden 
to possess, transport, circulate with, sell or offer to sell such birds and animals, 
either dead or alive, or to destroy the nests or eggs of the birds. The provisions 
of this Article shall apply to all Nature Reserves as well as to areas where 
animals and birds are threatened with extinction, as designated in a decree to 
be issued by the Minister of Agricultural or the governors in coordination with 
the EEAA.



Article (24)

It is forbidden to issue licenses for the hunting of the birds and wild animals 
referred to in Annex (4) hereof except for purposes of scientific research, 
overcoming an epidemic or for such other purposes as are approved by the 
EEAA. The application for a license shall be submitted in writing to the Ministry 
of Interior, indicating the species and number of birds or wild animals for which 
the hunting license is required, the purpose for which they will be hunted, the 
hunting period, the names of the person or persons to be licensed, and the 
method and weapons to be used in hunting. The said Ministry shall refer the 
application to the EEAA in order to ascertain its seriousness and importance.

Chapter II

Hazardous Substances and Waste

Article (25)

It is forbidden to displace and use hazardous substances and waste without a 
license from the competent authority indicated for each as hereinbelow:

1. Hazardous agricultural substances and waste, including pesticides and 
fertilizers - Ministry of Agriculture.

2. Hazardous industrial substances and waste - Ministry of Industry.

3. Hazardous pharmaceutical, hospital and laboratory substances and 
waste and domestic insecticides - Ministry of Health.

4. Hazardous petroleum substances and waste - Ministry of Petroleum.

5. Hazardous substances and waste from which ionizing radiation is 
emitted - Ministry of Electricity - Nuclear Energy Authority.

6. Hazardous inflammable and explosive substances and waste - Ministry 
of Interior.

7. In respect of other hazardous substances and waste, the respective 
bodies competent to issue a license for their displacement shall be 
designated by a decree of the Minister for Environmental Affairs on the 
basis of a proposal by the CEO of the EEAS

The ministers heading the ministries mentioned in this Article shall, each within 
his scope of competence and in coordination with the Minister of Health and the 
EEAA, issue a table of hazardous substances and waste specifying:

A. The types of hazardous substances and waste falling within his ministry 
scope of competence and their respective degrees of danger.



B. The constraints to be observed in the displacement of each.

C. The means of disposing of the empty containers of such substances after 
their displacement.

D. Any other constraints or conditions the minister deems important to add.

Article (26)

The applicant for a license shall submit his application in writing to the 
competent authority as defined in Article (25) of these Executive Regulations in 
accordance with the following procedures and conditions:

Procedures for granting a license:

The license to handle hazardous substances and waste shall have a maximum 
validity period of five years unless an event entailing its review occurs. The 
competent administrative authority may, pursuant to the provisions of Article 
(40) hereof, grant temporary licenses for short periods as necessity dictates.

The body or individual wishing to obtain a license for the displacement of 
hazardous substances or waste shall submit an application containing the 
following data:

1- Handler of hazardous substances and waste:

- Name of establishment
- Address and telephone No.
- Site and area of establishment
- Contour maps of the site
- Level of underground water
- Safety equipment in the establishment
- Information concerning insurance
- Programme for monitoring the environment in the area surrounding 

the establishment

2- Producer of hazardous substances and waste (full name, address, 
telephone and fax numbers).

3- A complete description of the hazardous substances and waste intended 
to be handled and the nature and concentration of the dangerous 
elements contained therein.

4- The amount of hazardous substances and waste intended to be handled 
annually and a description of the method of packing to be used (barrels -
tanks - loose).



5- The means to be used in storing hazardous substances and waste and 
the storage period for each, as well as an undertaking to place a clear 
written description on the container indicating its contents, the degree of 
danger thereof and how to act in an emergency.

6- The available means of transport (by land - rail - sea - air - internal 
waterways), their routings and schedules.

7- A complete statement of the method intended to be used for the 
treatment and disposal of the hazardous substances and waste for the 
displacement of which a license is sought.

8- A commitment not to mix hazardous substances and waste with any 
other type of waste produced by social and production activities.

9- A commitment to keep registers containing detailed accounts of the 
sources, quantities and types of hazardous substances and waste, the 
rates and periods of their collection and storage and the means of their 
transport and treatment, to furnish such data on request, and not to 
destroy the registers for a period of five years running from the date they 
are first opened.

10- A commitment to take all procedures as are necessary to ensure the 
proper packing of hazardous substances and waste during the collection, 
transportation and storage phases.

11- A detailed description of the emergency plan for confronting all 
unforeseen circumstances which guarantees the protection of human 
beings and the environment.

12- A certificate of previous experience in the field of handling hazardous 
substances and waste.

13- A declaration of the veracity of data stated in such document.

Conditions for granting a license:

1- Completion of all required data.

2- Availability of personnel trained in the handling of hazardous substances 
and waste.

3- Availability of means, resources and systems required for the safe 
handling of these substances.

4- Availability of requirements to confront the risks which may result from 
accidents occurring during the handling of these substances.



5- That no harmful effects to the environment and public health shall result 
from the activity for which a license is sought.

Article (27)

The license to handle hazardous substances and waste shall be issued in 
consideration of a cash payment to be determined by a decree from the 
competent minister. The license shall be valid for a maximum period of five 
years subject to renewal.

The licensing authority may revoke the license or suspend the activity by a 
reasoned decision in the following cases:

1- If the license was issued as a result (of the submission) of incorrect data.

2- If the license violates the conditions of the license.

3- If the performance of the activity results in dangerous environmental 
effects which were unforeseen at the time the license was issued.

4- The emergence of sophisticated technology which may, with minor 
modifications, be applied, and the use of which would lead to a marked 
improvement in the environment and the health of the workers.

5- If the EEAA concludes that it is unsafe to handle any of the substances 
and wastes.

The licensing authority in coordination with the EEAA and the Ministry of Health 
may request the applicant to fulfill such other conditions as it deems necessary 
to ensure the safe handling of these substances,. In all cases, the applicant for 
a license may not handle hazardous substances and waste before obtaining the 
license made out on the relevant form which must be kept by the person in 
charge of the handling to be presented on request.

Article (28)

The management of hazardous wastes shall be subject to the following rules 
and procedures:



1- Engendering Hazardous Waste:

The establishment which engenders hazardous waste shall be held to do  
the following:

A- Try hard to reduce the rate at which such waste is produced, both 
quantitatively and qualitatively, by developing the technology 
used, employing clean technology and selecting alternatives for 
the primary product or the raw material which are less harmful to 
the environment and public health.

B- Categorize the waste produced, in terms of both quantity and 
quality, and register same.

C- Establish and operate units to treat waste at source, provided the 
EEAA approves the treatment system as well as the technical 
specifications of these units and their operational programmes. In 
case of difficulty of treatment or disposal of hazardous waste at 
source, the establishment producing such waste shall be held to 
collect and transport it to the disposal sites determined by the 
local authorities and the competent administrative and 
environmental bodies. The displacement of such waste shall be 
subject to all the conditions and provisions prescribed in this 
respect by these Executive Regulations.

2- Stage of Collecting and Storing Hazardous Waste:

A- Determine specific locations for the storage of hazardous waste 
meeting safety conditions to prevent the occurrence of any harm 
to the public or to those persons exposed to such waste.

B- Store hazardous waste in special containers made of a solid, non-
porous, leak-proof material. These containers are to be
hermetically sealed and their capacity must be commensurate 
with the quantity of hazardous waste stored therein or conform to 
the standards set for the storage of such waste according to type.

C- Place a clear sign on the hazardous waste containers indicating 
their contents and warning of the dangers which may result from 
handling them imprudently.

D- Lay down a schedule for the collection of hazardous waste so that 
it is not left for long periods in the storage containers.

E- Producers of hazardous waste shall be held to provide the above-
mentioned containers, wash them after each use and not place 
them in public places.

3- Stage of Transporting Hazardous Waste:



A- It is prohibited to transport hazardous waste by other than the 
means of transport run by the establishments licensed to manage 
hazardous waste. Those means of transport must meet the 
following conditions:

1- Transport trucks shall be fitted with all safety equipment 
and shall be in good working condition.

2- The capacity of such trucks and their shift schedule shall be 
commensurate with the quantities of hazardous waste.

3- They shall be driven by trained drivers capable of taking 
independent initiatives, particularly in emergencies.

4- They shall bear clear signs indicating the dangerous nature 
of their cargo and the best manner of dealing with 
emergencies.

B- Routing of trucks transporting hazardous waste shall be 
determined and civil defense bodies shall be immediately notified 
of any changes therein, so as to enable them to act rapidly and 
decisively in emergencies.

C- Trucks transporting hazardous waste shall be prohibited from 
passing through residential and other populated areas and 
through the city centre during daytime.

D- The address of the garages where hazardous waste trucks are 
parked, as well as the number and date of their license, must be 
notified to the competent authority.

E- Trucks transporting hazardous waste must be washed and 
sterilized after each use in accordance with the directives issued 
by the Ministry of Health in coordination with the competent 
administrative body designated in Article (40) of these Executive 
Regulations.

4- The following must be observed when authorizing the passage of ships 
carrying hazardous waste:

A- Prior notification is a requisite. The competent administrative body 
shall be entitled to withhold authorization if there is a risk of 
environmental pollution.

B- In case of authorization, all necessary precautions as prescribed 
in international conventions must be taken, and the ship must 
have the guarantee certificate referred to in Law No. 4 of 1994.



5- Stage of Treatment and Disposal of Hazardous Waste:

A- The sites selected to house utilities for the treatment and disposal 
of hazardous waste shall lie at a distance of at least three
kilometres from populated and residential areas, and shall be held 
to meet the conditions and provide the equipment and installations 
set forth below:

1- The area of the site must be proportionate to the quantity of 
hazardous waste so that such waste does not remain in 
storage for extended periods.

2- The site shall be encircled with a brick wall standing at least 
2.5 meters high.

3- The site shall be provided with more than one gate of 
suitable width, allowing the easy entry of trucks transporting 
hazardous waste.

4- The site shall be provided with a water source and W.C. 
facilities.

5- The site shall be provided with all the protection and safety 
requirements prescribed in labour and vocational health 
laws, as well as with a telephone line.

6- The site shall be provided with all the mechanical 
equipment which can facilitate the work process.

7- The site shall be provided with warehouses equipped to 
preserve hazardous waste pending its treatment and 
disposal. Equipment shall differ according to the type of 
hazardous waste received by each utility.

8- The utility shall be provided with an incinerator for burning 
certain type of hazardous waste.

9- The utility shall be provided with the necessary equipment 
and installations for sorting and classifying certain types of 
hazardous waste with the intention of reutilizing and 
recycling them.

10- The site shall have a sanitary ditch of an adequate capacity 
for burying the incinerated remains.

B- Processes for the treatment of hazardous waste which may be 
reused and recycled shall be carried out within the following 
framework:

1- Reutilization of some hazardous waste as fuel to generate 
energy.



2- Recovery of organic solvents and their reutilization in 
extraction processes.

3- Recycling and reusing some organic substances from 
hazardous waste.

4- Reusing ferrous and non-ferrous metals and their 
compounds.

5- Recycling and reusing certain non-organic substances from 
hazardous waste.

6- Recovery and recycling of acids or alkalines.

7- Recovery of substances used in reducing pollution.

8- Recovery of certain components of ancillary elements.

9- Recovery of used oil and reutilizing it after its refinement, 
with due consideration to the relationship between 
environmental and economic returns.

C- Processes for the treatment of hazardous waste which cannot be 
reutilized and recycled shall be carried out within the following 
framework:

1- Injecting hazardous waste amenable to pumping into salt 
mines, wells and natural reservoirs in areas far from 
residential and populated areas.

2- Burying hazardous waste in pits specially prepared for this 
purpose and isolated from the other components of the 
environmental system.

3- Treating hazardous waste biologically by using certain 
types of living micro-organisms to bring about its 
decomposition.

4- Treating hazardous waste physically or chemically by 
evaporation, dilution, calcification, assimilation, 
sedimentation, etc.

5- Incineration in special incinerators designed to prevent the 
emission of gases and fumes into the surrounding 
environment.

6- Permanent storage (such as placing hazardous waste 
containers inside a mine).



D- Taking all procedures which guarantee limiting and reducing the 
production of hazardous waste through:

1- Developing and generalizing the use of clean technology.

2- Developing suitable systems for the management of 
hazardous waste.

3- Expanding the reutilization and recycling of hazardous 
waste after treatment whenever possible.

E- Setting a periodic programme to monitor the various components 
of the environmental system (organic and non-organic) in the sites 
of utilities and their surroundings for the treatment and disposal of 
hazardous waste. Licenses shall be withdrawn and work in the 
utility suspended upon the appearance of any indications of 
damage to the eco-systems surrounding the utility.

F- Establishments licensed to handle and manage hazardous 
substances and waste shall be responsible for any damage 
caused to third parties as a result of non-compliance with the 
provisions of these Executive Regulations.

The EEAA shall be competent to review the hazardous waste 
schedules, which are subject to the provisions of the Law, with the 
cooperation of the ministries concerned in regard to the schedules 
issued by them in this connection.

Article (29)

It is prohibited to construct any establishment for the purpose of treating 
hazardous waste except with a license issued by the competent governorate 
after consulting the EEAA, the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Labour and 
Manpower, and the ministry concerned with the type of waste according to the 
provisions of Article (25) of these Executive Regulations, after ensuring that 
such establishment satisfies all the conditions which guarantee the safety of the 
environment and the staff employed thereat.

Disposal of hazardous waste shall be effected in accordance with the conditions 
and criteria prescribed in Article (28) of these Executive Regulations.

The Minister of Housing, after consulting the ministries of Health and Industry 
and the EEAA, shall determine the locations and conditions for the disposal of 
hazardous waste.

Article (30)

It is prohibited to import hazardous waste or to allow its entry into or passage 
through the territory of the Arab Republic of Egypt.



It is prohibited, without a license from the competent administrative department 
in the Ministry of Maritime Transport or in the Suez Canal Authority, each within 
the scope of its competence, to allow the passage of ships carrying hazardous 
waste, in the Territorial Sea or the Exclusive Economic Zone of the Arab 
Republic of Egypt, provided the EEAA is notified withal.

Article (31)

Those in charge of the production or displacement of hazardous substances, 
whether in their gaseous, liquid or solid states, shall take all due precautions to 
ensure the non occurrence of any environmental damage, and shall be held in 
particular to observe the following:

(A) That the site on which such substances are to be produced or stored is 
selected with due regard to the conditions prescribed according to the 
type and quantity of those substances.

(B) That the design of the buildings inside which hazardous substances are 
to be produced or stored conforms to the engineering standards to be 
observed for each type of such substances, as determined by a decree 
to be issued by the Minister of Housing after consulting the EEAA. The 
said buildings shall be subject to periodic inspections by the licensing 
administrative body.

(C) That the conditions prescribed in respect of the means of transport or the 
storage sites of such substances are provided so as to guarantee that no 
harm shall come to the environment or to the health of employees or 
citizens.

(D) That the technology and equipment used in the production of such 
substances shall not result in damage to the establishment, the 
environment or harm to the staff.

(E) That buildings shall be adequately fitted out with safety, alarm, 
protection, combat, fire-fighting and first aid systems and equipment, in 
the numbers and quantities determined by the Minister of Labour and 
Manpower after consulting the EEAA, the Ministry of Health and the Civil 
Defense Department in coordination with the competent administrative 
authority.

(F) That an emergency plan is in place to confront any potential accidents 
which may occur during the production, storage, transportation or 
handling of such substances, provided the plan is reviewed and 
approved by the licensing authority after consulting the EEAA and the 
Civil Defense Department.

(G) That staff in these establishments are subjected to periodic medical 
checkups and that they are treated for any vocational diseases at the 
expense of the establishment by which they are employed.



(H) That establishments producing hazardous substances insure their 
workers for the amounts to be determined by a decree from the Minister 
of Manpower in coordination with the Ministry of Insurance and Social 
Affairs, after consulting the EEAA and the Ministry of Health, provided 
the amounts of the insurance take into account the degree of danger to 
which each category of workers is exposed inside each productive unit.

(I) That workers handling such substances are informed of the dangers 
involved and of the necessary precautions to be taken when handling 
them, that they are fully aware of all this information and that they have 
received adequate training in this regard. 

(J) That the inhabitants of the regions surrounding the sites where 
hazardous substances are produced or handled are informed of the 
possible dangers of these substances and the method of facing such 
dangers, and that they are familiar with the alarm systems to be used in 
case of an accident and with the procedures to be followed on its 
occurrence.

(K) Establishments producing and handling hazardous substances are held 
to compensate citizens injured in the locations surrounding the 
production or storage sites for injuries caused by accidents resulting from 
these activities or from harmful emissions or leakages therefrom. Those 
assigned to the production and handling of hazardous substances shall 
submit an annual report on the extent of their commitment in 
implementing the necessary precautions.

Article (32)

Establishments engaged in the production or importation of hazardous 
substances shall, when producing or importing such substances, observe the 
following conditions:



Firstly: Container specifications: 

(A) The type of container in which these substances are placed must be 
suitable for the type of substance therein, tightly closed and difficult to 
damage.

(B) The capacity of the container must be easy to lift or transportation 
without exposing it to damage or harm.

(C) The inner lining of the container must be made of a material that is not 
affected by storage throughout the period when the substances 
contained therein are active.

Secondly: Container information:

(A) Contents of container, their active substance, and the degree of its 
concentration.

(B) Total and net weight.

(C) Name of producer, date of production and production number.

(D) Nature of danger and symptoms of toxicity.

(E) First aid procedures to be taken in case of exposure.

(F) Safe method of opening, emptying and using container.

(G) Safe storage method.

(H) Methods of disposal of empty containers.

All the information shall be written in Arabic in a style that is easy for an ordinary 
person to read and understand, and the words must be legible and prominently 
displayed on the container. They must be accompanied by diagrams indicating 
the method of opening, emptying, storing and disposing of the containers as 
well as by the international symbols for danger and toxicity.

Article (33)

The owner of an establishment whose activity results in hazardous waste 
pursuant to the provisions of these Executive Regulations shall be held to keep 
a register of such waste and the method of its disposal, as well as of the names 
of the parties contracted with to receive the said waste, as follows:

1) Name and address of the establishment.

2) Name and job title of the person responsible for filling in the register.

3) The period covered by the current data.



4) The special conditions issued for the establishment by the EEAA.

5) A list of the types and quantities of hazardous waste resulting from the 
establishment activity.

6) Method of disposal thereof.

7) The parties contracted with to receive the hazardous waste.

8) Date on which the form is filled.

9) Signature of the officer in charge.

The EEAA shall follow up the information in the register to ensure its conformity 
with reality.

PART TWO

PROTECTION OF AIR ENVIRONMENT FROM POLLUTION

Article (34)

Without prejudice to the provisions of Articles (10) and (11) of these Executive 
Regulations, the site on which a project is established must be suitable for the 
establishment activity in regard to its conformity with the zoning requirements of 
the area and its compliance with the plan set for the use of the land by the 
Ministry of New Urban Communities, and the total amount of pollution emitted 
by all the establishments in any one area must be within the permissible levels 
as indicated in Annex (5) of these Executive Regulations.

In all cases, due consideration shall be given when determining the suitability of 
the site to the prevailing wind direction and its distance from habitation, whether 
in the area of the project or the surrounding areas.

Article (35)

All the establishments listed in Annex (2) of these Executive Regulations for 
which an assessment of environmental impact is required prior to their being 
licensed to exercise their activity shall be subject to the provisions of the 
preceding Article. The license confirming the suitability of the site shall be 
issued by the body competent to assess the environmental impact of such 
activity after referring to the EEAA in this regard.



Article (36)

In carrying out their activities, establishments subject to the provisions of this 
Law are held to ensure that emissions or leakages of air pollutants do not 
exceed the maximum limits permitted by laws and decrees in force and 
determined in Annex (6) of these Executive Regulations, and that no changes 
are introduced to the properties and specifications of natural air that can result 
in endangering human health and the environment.  

Article (37)

It is prohibited to use machines, engines or vehicles which emit exhaust whose 
contents exceed the following maximum limits:

1. Vehicles currently in service:

CARBON MONOXIDE: 7% in volume at the speed of (600-900 
R.P.M.)

UNBURNED HYDROCARBONS: 1000 parts in a million, at the speed of (600-
900 R.P.M.)

SMOKES 65% degree of opacity or the equivalent in 
other units, at minimum acceleration

2.  New vehicles licensed as of 1995:

CARBON MONOXIDE: 4.5% in volume at the speed of (600-900 
R.P.M.)

UNBURNED HYDROCARBONS: 900 parts in a million, at the speed of (600-
900 R.P.M.)

SMOKES 50% degree of opacity or the equivalent in 
other units, at maximum acceleration.

The provisions of this Article shall apply in the governorates to be determined 
by a decree of the Minister of Interior, provided the decree shall allow a period 
not exceeding one year for commencement of implementation to enable the 
owners of these machines, engines, and vehicles to adjust them in accordance 
with the provisions of this Article.

The EEAA, in coordination with the Ministry of Interior, the Ministry of Industry, 
the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Petroleum, may reconsider the 
maximum limits prescribed in this Article three years after the publication date of 
these Executive Regulations.

Article (38)



It is prohibited to dump, treat or burn garbage and solid waste - other than 
infectious waste left over from medical care in hospitals and health centers -
except in special sites, designated for such purpose, far from inhabited, 
industrial or agricultural areas as well as from waterways, in accordance with 
the specifications, conditions and minimum permissible distances from such 
areas as indicated hereunder:

(1) It is strictly forbidden to burn any waste other than the infectious waste 
referred to in para 1 of this Article in residential or industrial areas and 
such waste shall be incinerated in special incinerators having the 
following specifications:

(A) They shall be downwind in the populated areas.

(B) They shall be at a distance of at least 1500 meters from the 
nearest residential area.

(C) The capacity of the incinerator or incinerators shall be adequate to 
burn the garbage transported thereto within 24 hours.

(D) The incinerator shall be sited in a place with an adequate space to 
receive the expected garbage according to the nature of activities 
in the urban area and the number of its inhabitants.

(2) In case of extreme necessity, and within a transition period not 
exceeding three years from the date of publication of these Executive 
Regulations, garbage shall be allowed to be burned uncovered, subject 
to the following conditions:

(A) With a prior permit from the EEAA and the Civil Defense 
Department, incineration shall be carried out under the 
supervision of both the municipal authority units and the Civil 
Defense Department. 

(B) That the place where the garbage is incinerated stands at a 
minimum distance of 1.5 kilometers from populated, industrial and 
downwind areas.

(C) The municipal authorities shall allocate a site to receive the 
garbage after carrying out an integrated study on the topography 
and nature of the area, and the quantity of waste requiring to be 
disposed of every 24 hours, which site shall be:

- At a lower contour level than the surrounding area.

- Of an area adequate for storing the garbage intended to be 
transported and for carrying out other operations normally 
effected on the site, such as sorting and any other related 
operations.

- Supplied with a water source for emergency cases and 
other necessary uses.



- Supplied with the necessary equipment for storing, sifting 
and disposing of ashes by burying them so that they will not 
be dispersed in the air or leak into the underground water.

(3) Infectious waste from hospitals and health centres shall be burned on 
site in incinerators especially designed for that purpose and capable of 
absorbing the collected quantities without congestion or storing near the 
incinerator. In case of necessity, and with the approval of the competent 
municipal authorities and the EEAA, the waste of such units may be 
transported to the nearest hospital equipped with one or more 
incinerators, provided they can absorb the waste transported thereto. 
Such waste is transported in sealed containers which do not allow the 
dispersal of their contents in the air and the containers are incinerated 
together with their contents.

(4) In all cases, the incinerators shall be fitted with adequate technical 
methods to prevent the dispersal of ashes or the emission of gases 
except within the permissible limits as prescribed in Annex (6) of these 
Executive Regulations.

(5) Municipal authorities shall, in agreement with the EEAA, allocate sites 
where solid garbage shall be dumped, treated or incinerated according to 
the provisions of this Article.

Article (39)

Collectors of garbage and solid waste shall be held to maintain the cleanliness 
of garbage bins and vehicles, the continual cleanliness of which shall be one of 
the conditions set to ensure the safety and solidity of garbage transport means.

Garbage collection bins shall be tightly covered to prevent them from giving off 
offensive odours or from becoming a source for the proliferation of flies and 
other insects or a focus of attraction for stray animals. The garbage they contain 
shall be collected and transported at suitable intervals in keeping with the 
conditions of each area, provided the quantity of garbage at any one time in any 
of these bins shall not exceed its capacity. The competent municipal 
department shall control the implementation of the provisions of this Article.

Article (40)

It is prohibited to spray or use pesticides or any other chemical compounds for 
purposes of agriculture, public health or otherwise except after observing the 
conditions, regulations and guarantees set by the Ministry of Agriculture, the 
Ministry of Health and the EEAA, particularly the following:

(A) Before spraying pesticides by any method, notify the health and 
veterinary units of the types of pesticides used and their antidotes. 

(B) Provide first aid facilities.



(C) Provide protective clothing and material for the workers involved in 
spraying.

(D) Warn citizens against approaching the sprayed areas.

(E) Have the spraying carried out by workers trained in that type of work.

(F) Refrain from spraying by planes except in cases of extreme necessity as 
assessed by the Minister of Agriculture. In such event, the areas 
requiring spraying shall be delineated and highlighted by a special colour 
on maps which shall indicate the main obstacles to aviation and the 
regions in which spraying is prohibited. Regions in the vicinity of 
residential areas, apiaries, fish farms, poultry farms and cattle sheds 
shall be kept off to guarantee that humans, animals, plants, waterways 
and other components of the environment shall not be exposed, directly 
or indirectly, now or in future, to the harmful effects of such pesticides or 
chemical compounds.

Article (41)

All organizations and individuals shall be held, when carrying out exploration, 
excavation, construction or demolition works, or when transporting the resultant 
waste or debris, to take necessary precautions to secure the safe storage or 
transportation thereof. The authority granting the building or demolition license 
shall indicate these requirements in the license in the manner set forth below:

1- That on-site storage of waste or debris be effected with due regard to the 
requirements of safety and the unobstructed movement of traffic and 
people. Waste liable to dispersal shall be covered to avoid air pollution.

2- That waste or debris resulting from excavation, demolition and 
construction works be transported in special containers or receptacles on 
trucks equipped and licensed for this purpose and meeting the following 
conditions:

〈 Fitted with a special box or an air-tight cover to prevent loose 
particles of waste and debris from escaping into the air or 
dropping on the road.

〈 Provided with special loading and unloading equipment.

〈 In good condition according to the rules of safety, solidity and 
lights and fitted with all safety equipment.

3- That the sites assigned to receive the transported waste be located at a 
minimum distance of 1.5 kilometers from residential areas, that they are 
at a lower contour level, and that they are levelled after being filled in 
with the waste.

4- That the municipal authorities designate the sites to which the waste 
shall be transported. Such waste may not be transported to or disposed 



of in other than the sites designated and licensed for that purpose by the 
municipal authorities concerned.

Article (42)

Due consideration shall be given by the competent bodies, according to their 
activities, when burning any type of fuel or other substance, whether for 
industrial, energy production, construction or other commercial purpose, that the 
harmful smoke, gases, and fumes resulting from the combustion process are 
within the permissible limits. Persons responsible for such activity shall be held 
to take all precautions to minimize the pollutants in the combustion products 
according to the following criteria:

Precautions, Permissible limits, and Specification
of Chimneys 

(A) The necessary precautions to minimize the pollutants resulting from the 
combustion process in order to prevent or reduce the emission of 
pollutants from the fuel-burning source, entail selecting the appropriate 
fuel, ensuring the proper design of furnaces, fire-boxes, and chimneys 
and using high-efficiency control means according to the following 
criteria:

1- It is prohibited to carry out uncovered burning when the 
requirements of sound design to guarantee full combustion and 
disposal of exhaust through the chimneys according to proper 
engineering specifications are not adequate.

2- Furnaces and fire-boxes shall be designed to allow the circulation 
of a sufficient quantity of air for oxidization and full combustion 
and to ensure the even distribution of temperature. They shall be 
operated for a sufficient length of time, and their contents 
constantly stirred and mixed, to guarantee total combustion, 
minimize the emission of resultants of incomplete burning and 
ensure that the pollutants emitted are within the maximum 
permissible limits pursuant to Annex (6) of these Executive 
Regulations.

3- The use of coal shall be prohibited in populated regions and near 
residential areas.

4- The use of Mazout and other heavy oil products, as well as of 
crude oil, shall be prohibited in residential areas.

5- The percentage of sulphur in fuel used in urban areas close to 
residential districts shall not exceed 1.5%.

6- Gases containing carbon dioxide shall be emitted through 
chimneys that are high enough to ensure that the gases are 
diluted before reaching ground level. When using fuel containing 
high percentages of sulphur in power stations, industrial plants 



and other establishments in remote areas, due consideration shall 
be given to atmospheric factors and to maintaining sufficient 
distances to prevent the sulphur from reaching residential or 
agricultural areas and waterways.

(B) Chimney heights:

1- The heights of chimneys from which a total emission of waste 
reaches 7000 - 15000 kg/hour shall be between 18 and 36 
metres.

2- The heights of chimneys from which a total emission of waste 
exceeds 15000 kg/hour shall be at least two and a half times the 
height of surrounding buildings, including the building served by 
the chimney.

3- The height of chimneys serving public places such as offices, 
restaurants, hotels and other commercial activities shall be at 
least 3 metres higher than the edge of the building (top of the 
building), and measures shall be taken to accelerate the speed at 
which gas is emitted from the chimney.

(C) Maximum Limits of Emission from Fuel-Burning Sources:

Pollutant Maximum Permissible Limit

SMOKE - 1 (Using Ringlemann Card)

DISPERSED ASHES - 1 Ringlemann - sources existing in urban 
regions, or close to residential areas.

- 2 Ringlemann - sources far from habitation.

- 2 Ringlemann - burning of wastes.

SULPHUR DIOXIDE Existing 4000 mgms/m3

New 2500 mgms/m3

ALDEHYDES Burning of waste 20 mgms/m3

CARBON MONOXIDE Existing 4000 mgms/m3

New 2500 mgms/m3

* (1) Ringlemann = 250 milligrams/cubic metre
* (2) Ringlemann = 500 milligrams/cubic metre

The competent administrative body is held to observe the provisions of 
this Article.

Article (43)

All organizations undertaking activities in the field of exploration, drilling, 
extraction, production, refining and processing of crude oil shall be held to 
observe the principles and standards derived from the international oil industry 
and furnished by the competent administrative authority as well as those
indicated hereunder:



(1) Organizations engaging in exploration, drilling, extraction and production 
of crude oil for petroleum and petrochemical products, as well as in the 
production, refining, storage and transportation of gas, shall observe the 
conditions, procedures, and precautions necessary for the protection of 
the environment, as derived from international oil industry principles and 
approved for application by the Egyptian General Petroleum Corporation, 
according to the nature of each project, establishment, or operation.

(2) Executives responsible for petroleum activities shall follow the 
instructions of the Egyptian General Petroleum Corporation concerning 
the permissible international standard specifications with regard to 
methods and ways of safe operation in all matters related to the storage 
and transportation of petroleum, petrochemicals and gas, as well as to 
the disposal of water and other dispensable substances while avoiding 
loss of petroleum or gas. They shall also take necessary precautions with 
regard to protection from fire, the protection of machines, wells, workers, 
homes, oil stores and establishments, and all other measures which the 
Egyptian General Petroleum Corporation considers necessary to 
regulate and guarantee the proper conduct of work and to preserve the 
environment and the neighbouring inhabitants. These measures shall 
include in particular:

A- Ensuring that exploratory or productive wells are at a safe 
distance from assembly and production stations and any other 
industrial establishment, workshops, the main or subsidiary 
pipelines, houses, religious and social establishments and 
cemeteries. 

B- Observing the conditions of distance when using explosives, 
whether in seismic survey operations or pipeline laying operations.

C- Providing the wells with the necessary substances, equipment and 
valves to prevent explosions and oil or gas leakage.

D- Installing the separating and flare equipment necessary for 
carrying out the processes of producing, transporting, operating 
and refining petroleum and petrochemical substances and gas. 

E- Taking necessary precautions to prevent the leakage of 
uncollectable oil and gas extracted in tests conducted during the 
drilling and completion of wells, as well as any other oil or gas that 
must be burned either in open pits or in flares. Due care shall be 
taken to make the optimum selection as regards the number and 
size of the nozzles and flares for the burning process, the use of 
the sprinkling process or additional air, or the possibility of using 
diesel fuel to complete the burning of heavy crude oil.

F- Installing the chimneys, flares and vents required for the 
production, operation, refining and storage processes conducted 



at the power stations belonging to the establishment, whether for 
the cold or hot gases emitted.

G- Laying down the necessary plans, preparing the machines and 
equipment and appointing and training personnel to confront any 
leakages or fires which occur at wellheads, pipelines, maritime or 
industrial establishments, storage tanks, warehouses, workshops, 
houses or any other similar establishment within the scope of the 
organization business.

H- With regard to storage tanks, the following shall be observed:

1- They shall be situated no closer than the minimum prescribed 
distance from the edge of main roads, railways, other storage 
facilities, buildings and places exposed to fire.

2- They shall be tightly closed and the leakage of excess fumes 
shall be regulated in accordance with international standard 
specifications.

3- They shall be painted white or any other light colour.

4- Each tank shall be surrounded with walls to contain the 
leakage of oil, if any, and the walls shall be provided with 
outlets to drain rain water, provided the volume of the 
substance that can be contained is equivalent to the size of 
the tank or conforms to international specifications used in 
designing petrochemical storage tanks.

Compressed air shall be used in measuring and operating 
equipment, instead of compressed dry gas, whenever possible.

(3) All operational machinery and equipment shall be in good working order 
and shall satisfy all the necessary conditions for their efficient use. Their 
capacity must be adequate for the work they are designed for and they 
shall undergo the necessary maintenance, servicing, and inspection 
operations on a regular basis.

(4) The gases which accompany oil and which cannot be used or exploited 
safely in accordance with international standard specifications shall be 
disposed of.

(5) Mechanical and chemical means shall be used to extract the highest 
proportion of residual waste from wells or tanks. Pits or reservoirs shall 
be made available to receive what remains of such residues after their 
treatment in a suitable location meeting safety requirements of distance 
from wells, petroleum and industrial establishments and dwellings.

It is strictly prohibited to allow such residues to debouch onto land surfaces, 
public roads, waterways, seas and shores. 



Article (44)

All organizations and individuals shall be held, when carrying out production, 
service or other activities, particularly when operating machinery and equipment 
and using horns or loudspeakers, to keep the volume below the permissible 
sound intensity levels inside the work place and in the closed public places 
indicated in table (1) of Annex (7) of these Executive Regulations.

Licensing authorities shall ensure that the total sounds emanating from fixed 
sources in one area shall be within the permissible levels and shall ascertain 
that the establishment has selected the appropriate machinery and equipment 
to guarantee this in accordance with the permissible levels of sound intensity 
and the time limits for exposure thereto as prescribed in Table (2) of Annex (7) 
of these Executive Regulation

Article (45)

The owner of an establishment is held to take the necessary precautions and 
procedures laid down by the Ministry of Manpower and Employment to prevent 
the leakage or emission of air pollutants inside the work place except within the 
permissible limits indicated in Annex (8) of these Executive Regulations, 
whether such pollutants result from the nature of the establishment activities or 
from malfunctioning equipment. He is also held to provide the necessary 
protective measures for workers in accordance with the conditions of 
occupational safety and health, including choosing the appropriate machinery, 
equipment, material and types of fuel, taking into account the period of 
exposure to these pollutants. He must also ensure adequate ventilation and 
install chimneys and other air purification devices.

Article (46)

The owner of an establishment shall take the necessary measures to maintain 
temperature and humidity inside the work place within the permissible limits. In 
cases where it is necessary to work beyond these limits, he shall be held to 
secure appropriate protective measures for the workers, whether by providing 
them with special clothing or otherwise. Annex (9) of these Executive 
Regulations sets the maximum and minimum limits of temperature and humidity 
and the duration of exposure thereto, as well as the protective measures.

Article (47)

Closed and semi-closed public places shall have adequate ventilation systems 
consistent with the size of the place and its assimilative capacity, as well as with 
the type of activity exercised therein, to ensure renewal and purity of air and 
maintain it at a suitable temperature. 

The following table shall indicate the quantities of air necessary for ventilating 
public places:



Quantity of External Air***
Cubic Decimetre/ 

Minute/Person
Type of Place and Activity

140 - 280 Places with a high ceiling, banks, lecture halls, places 
of worship, large public places, theatres, non-smoking 
rooms

280 - 420 Apartments, hairdresser salons, beauty parlours, 
hotel rooms, or rooms with limited smoking.

420 - 560 Cafeterias, shops containing a small restaurant, work 
places, hospital rooms, restaurants or rooms with 
medium smoking.

560 - 850 Private work places, office, clinics or rooms with 
heavy smoking.

850 - 1700 Lecture halls, night clubs or crowded rooms with 
heavy smoking.

*** without use of air conditioners.

- The space allocated for each person shall not be less than 4.25 cubic 
metres

- The floor area allocated for each person shall not be less than 1.4 
square metres.

Article (48)

The director in charge of the establishment shall take adequate measures to 
ban smoking in closed public places except within the designated smoking area. 
Smoking in other than such area shall be considered an administrative 
infraction and shall render its perpetrator liable to the disciplinary penalty in 
force in the establishment.

Article (49)

The level of radioactivity or concentrations of radioactive substances in the air 
shall not exceed the permissible limits as defined in a decree to be issued by 
the Minister of Electricity and Energy responsible for nuclear safety after 
referring to the Ministry Health and the EEAA within the period prescribed in 
Article 2 of Law No. 4 of 1994.



ART THREE

PROTECTION OF WATER ENVIRONMENT 
FROM POLLUTION

Chapter I
Pollution from Ships

Section 1 
Oil Pollution

Article (50)

The owner of the ship, its master or any person responsible therefor and those 
responsible for means of oil transport within the port areas or the territorial sea 
or the exclusive economic zone of the ARE and the companies working in the 
field of oil extraction are held to notify the competent administrative authorities 
of any oil spill immediately on its occurrence, with a description of the 
circumstances of the accident, the type and quantity of oil involved and the 
measures taken to stop or reduce the spill. The notification must include the 
following information:

1- The procedures taken to deal with the spill.

2- The quantity and type of dispersants used.

3- The probable source of the spill and whether a fire broke out or not.

4- The direction of the formed oil spill.

5- The rate of leakage, if continuing.

6- The dimensions of the oil spill.

7- The wind velocity, the air temperature and the extent of visibility.

8- The direction and speed of the current and the water temperature.

9- The condition of the sea.

10- The condition of the tide (strong, high, medium, weak).

11- The threatened coastal areas.

12- The nature of the area - coral reef - marine organisms. 

13- The reporting source: name - telephone number - address.

In all cases, the competent administrative authorities are held to notify the 
EEAA of all particulars concerning the accident promptly on its occurrence, in 



order to enable it to follow up the measures taken in this regard in accordance 
with its responsibilities as prescribed in Article (5) of the Environment Law.

Article (51)

All loading ports and ports equipped to receive oil tankers and dockyards must 
be fitted out with the necessary equipment to receive unclean ballast water and 
the bilge water from cleaning the tanks of oil tankers and other ships.

Ports must be equipped with enough barges and containers to receive the 
deposits, residues, and waste of oil and oily mixtures from ships docked in port.

The competent administrative authority shall receive any ship or tanker and 
direct it to the locations designated for the disposal of waste and unclean ballast 
water.

No ship or tanker may be licensed to carry out loading and unloading works 
except after referring to the competent administrative authority that will receive 
and direct it to the locations for the disposal of waste and unclean ballast water.

Article (52)

Owners or masters of ships registered in the ARE as well as of ships pertaining 
to the states adhering to the Convention are held to keep on board a register of 
the oil in which shall be entered all operations relating to oil in the manner 
determined in the Convention, and in particular the following operations:

a- Loading, delivery or other oil cargo transport operations, while designating 
the type of oil.

b- Discharge of oil or oily mixtures to secure the safety of the ship or its cargo 
or to save lives, while designating the type of oil so discharged.

c- Oil or oily mixture spills as a result of a collision or accident, while indicating 
the size of the spill.

d- Discharge of unclean ballast water or of bilge water from cleaning the tanks.

e. Disposal of polluting waste.

f. Discharge of the bilge containing the oil,  collected within the machinery 
space, outside the ship while in port.

The process of discharging oil or oily mixtures in respect of offshore platforms 
installed in the water environment shall be recorded in a special register 
corresponding to the oil register provided for in this Article, in which the 
following information shall be entered:

(1) The name and location of the platform.



(2) The license issued therefor.

(3) The name of the platform owner.

(4) The activity carried out by the platform.

(5) A statement of the systems, equipment, instruments and units for the 
treatment of oil and oily mixtures before their discharge and the system 
for controlling and monitoring them.

(6) The quantity and type of substances and liquids authorized to be 
discharged in the course of the year, and the rate of discharge.

(7) The actual quantity of substances and liquids discharged.

(8) A statement of breakdowns in the system, equipment, instruments and 
units for the treatment of oil and oily mixtures, indicating the date and 
duration of the breakdown and the results of the analysis carried out 
immediately following repairs.

(9) The name and signature of the person in charge of filling in the register.

(10) Date on which the information is entered in the register.

Article (53)

In application of the provisions of Article 59 of the Environment Law, a 
guarantee certificate must be presented when the tanker enters the territorial 
sea. It must be valid and cover all damages and compensation as assessed by 
the competent administrative authority in agreement with the EEAA.

Section 2
Pollution from Sewage and Garbage

Article (54)

Ships and offshore platforms are prohibited from discharging polluted 
wastewater in the territorial sea or the exclusive economic zone of the Arab 
Republic of Egypt. It must be disposed of according to the criteria and 
procedures indicated hereinbelow:

Procedures for the discharge of polluted waste water from ships and 
offshore platforms:

Ships and offshore platforms of all nationalities shall be held to observe the 
following conditions and criteria when discharging their waste water:



1- That the ship or offshore platform holds the international certificate for 
the prevention of pollution by waste water drainage and that such 
certificate is valid.

2- That the ship is fitted with a unit for the treatment of waste water.

3- No ship is permitted to discharge treated waste water at a distance of 
less than four nautical miles from the shore.

4- Ships discharging such waste before treating it may only do so at a 
distance of 12 nautical miles from the shore. 

In all cases, no ship may discharge the waste water retained in the 
retention tanks all at once but at moderate rates while the ship is sailing 
at a speed of not less than 4 knots/hour.

Sewage disposal processes of whatever kind must neither lead to the 
appearance of solid bodies, visible to the naked eye, floating in the 
territorial waters nor to any change in the colour of such waters.

If the waste water is mixed with residual water which requires treatment, 
such treatment must be carried out before the waste water is discharged.

The foregoing provisions shall not apply if discharge is effected to secure 
the safety of the ship and the people on board, to save lives at sea, or as 
a result of damage to the ship or its equipment, provided all reasonable 
precautions were taken to prevent or drastically reduce such discharge 
before and after the occurrence of the damage.

Article (55)

The competent bodies shall provide the necessary facilities for receiving waste, 
polluted waste water and refuse from ships and ensure that such facilities are in 
good working order, well maintained and regularly cleaned and sterilized.

Article (56)

The competent bodies in coordination with the competent bodies and the 
municipal authorities shall, when transporting the waste gathered in the facilities 
referred to in the preceding Article, ensure that such waste is not dispersed, that 
no offensive odours emanate therefrom and that it is disposed of in the 
locations and according to rules prescribed in Public Hygiene Law No. 38 for 
1967.



Chapter II

Pollution from Land Based Sources

Article (57)

No building permit shall be granted for the construction of any establishments or 
public places on or near the seashore which would result in the discharge of 
polluting substances in violation of the provisions of the Law, of these Executive 
Regulations and of the decrees issued in implementation thereof unless the 
provisions of Chapter I of Part One of these Executive Regulations relating to 
development and the environment are duly observed. The permit holder shall 
provide suitable and adequate units for the treatment of waste which he shall 
begin operating promptly when the establishment commences operations. He is 
held to secure the safety and maintenance of these units on a regular basis.

Article (58)

Without prejudice to Article 2 of the Decree issuing these Executive 
Regulations, industrial establishments authorized to discharge degradable 
polluting substances into the water environment and on the beaches adjacent 
thereto are forbidden to discharge such substances except after they are 
treated and rendered compatible with the specifications and criteria prescribed 
in Annex (1) of these Executive Regulations.

The Ministry of Health shall conduct periodic analyses of samples of the treated 
liquid waste in its laboratories and notify the results to the competent 
administrative bodies.

If the results of any analysis do not conform to the specifications and criteria 
prescribed in Annex (1), the EEAA shall be notified accordingly and shall take 
administrative procedures, jointly with the competent administrative authority, in 
order to consider granting the party concerned licensed to perform his activities 
pursuant to the provisions of these Executive Regulations a grace period of one 
month to treat the waste so as to render it compatible with the prescribed 
specifications and criteria. This shall be without derogation to the periods 
prescribed in Article 2 of the Decree issuing these Executive Regulations for 
establishments existing at the time of their issuance. If treatment is not effected 
within the period prescribed above, or if it is proved from the analysis during 
such period that the continuation of discharge is likely to harm the water 
environment, discharge shall be halted by administrative means and the 
establishment license withdrawn, without prejudice to the penalties prescribed 
in the Environment Law. Industrial establishments are prohibited from
discharging the non-degradable polluting substances referred to in Annex (10) 
of these Executive Regulations into the water environment.

Article (59)



It is prohibited to issue building permits for the construction of any 
establishment on the seashores of the Arab Republic of Egypt at a distance of 
two hundred metres inwards from the shoreline, except after obtaining the 
approval of the Egyptian General Authority for the Protection of Beaches, in 
coordination with the EEAA.

The following procedures shall be followed in respect of permits for the 
construction of these establishments:

A- The application shall be submitted in writing to the coastal governorate 
concerned (the licensing authority), indicating the type of establishment 
to be constructed within the prohibited zone, together with an attached 
study assessing the environmental impact of the project or of new works 
requiring to be carried out, including their effect on the environmental 
balance of the coastal area, and on the shore line, and in particular on 
the following factors:

1- Erosion
2- Sedimentation
3- Coastal currents
4- Pollution resulting from the project or works

The application shall include a detailed statement of precautions 
proposed to avoid or treat these effects, if any.

B- The coastal governorate shall forward the application to the Egyptian 
Authority for the Protection of Beaches to express its technical opinion on 
the project, in coordination with the EEAA. The coastal governorate shall 
also forward the study assessing the environmental impact of the project 
to the EEAA to review same and render its opinion thereon within sixty 
days from the date of receiving the said study.

C- The Egyptian Authority for the Protection of Beaches may charge the 
applicant with the costs of the surveys and studies it carries out.

The Minister for Environmental Affairs, after consulting the competent 
administrative authorities and the governorates concerned, shall issue the 
conditions for granting a building permit to construct the establishment within 
the prohibited zone, or to modify the shoreline.

Article (60)

It is prohibited to authorize the carrying out of any works which may affect the 
natural shoreline of the beach or alter its configuration either inwards or 
outwards, except after obtaining the approval of the Egyptian Authority for the 
Protection of Beaches in coordination with the EEAA. With regard to 
applications which may affect the natural shoreline of the beach or modify 
same, the procedures and conditions prescribed in the preceding Article shall 
be applied.



Chapter III

Administrative and Judicial Procedures

Article (61)

The judicial officers vested with the power to effect seizures referred to in Article 
78 of the Environment Law are authorized, in cases of violations for which the 
penalty does not exceed payment of a fine or compensation, to allow the master 
of the ship or an officer in charge to leave the port immediately, if he so wishes, 
against payment of a temporary amount pending execution of the fine or 
compensation penalty to be later adjudged, within the limits prescribed in Part 
Four of the Environment Law, provided such temporary amount shall not be 
less than the minimum prescribed for the violation plus all costs and 
compensation to be determined by the competent administrative authority for 
the removal of the effects of the violation. These amounts shall be deposited, no 
later than the day after their collection, in the Environmental Protection Fund 
pursuant to the provisions of Article (7) of these Executive Regulations. 

A financial guarantee covering the value of such amounts and acceptable to the 
competent administrative authority may be presented subject to the provisions 
of the International Convention on Civil Liability for Oil Pollution signed in 
Brussels in 1969.

Article (62)

The Minister in charge of Environmental Affairs shall issue a decree 
establishing an appeals committee having its headquarters within the working 
area of the ports or on the premises of a nearby administrative authority. It shall 
be constituted as follows: 

- Counselor from the State Council selected by the 
president of the Council 

Chairman

- Representative of the EEAA Member
- Representative of the Ports and Lighthouses 

Department
Member

- Representative of the Ministry of Defence Member
- Representative of the Ministry of Petroleum Member
- Representative of the competent administrative 

authority within the scope of the activities of which 
the dispute arose 

Member

The committee may solicit the advice of one or more experts in the field of water 
environment. 

The function of this committee shall be to settle administrative disputes arising 
from the application of the provisions of Part Three of these Executive 



Regulations. The committee shall issue its decision, after hearing both parties, 
by a majority of votes of members present and, in case of a tie, the chairman 
shall have the casting vote.

Parties concerned may challenge the committee's decision before the 
administrative courts of the State Council.

Article (63)

The competent administrative authorities may request assistance from the 
ministries of defense, interior, petroleum, maritime transport, from the Suez 
Canal Authority or from any other competent body, in implementing the 
provisions of Part Three of these Executive Regulations according to the 
conditions laid down in the decree to be issued by the Minister for 
Environmental Affairs.

Part Four 
FINAL PROVISIONS

Article (64)

The costs of removing the effects of the violation referred to in Article 91 of the 
Environment Law shall be determined according to the following criteria:

(A) The proximity or distance of unloading from the shore, in particular the 
areas of economic or touristic importance or the nature reserves.

(B) Degree of toxicity of unloaded substances.

(C) Volume and type of pollutant, and its detrimental effect on the 
environment.

Article (65)

Every citizen or association concerned with environmental protection may resort 
to the competent administrative or judicial agencies for the purpose of applying 
the provisions of the Environment Law and of these Executive Regulations. The 
Ministry of Interior, in coordination with the EEAA, shall form a police force 
specialized in environmental protection within the ministry and security 
departments in the governorates, whose function shall be to enforce the 
provisions of laws and decrees related to environmental protection as well as to 
receive complaints and reports submitted in this connection and take legal 
procedures in respect thereof.

End part two-------------------------------------------------------------------


